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On the Construction and Systematization of Right to Personal Information
Shen Weixing

Abstract: By empowering information subject with the right to personal information, the problem
of “rules of the jungle” and the “tragedy of the commons” in the field of data utilization can be
eliminated, the governance of information subjects on their own personal information can be
significantly enhanced from both positive and negative aspects, the utilization and integration of
information can also be promoted while providing more comprehensive legal protection to
individual information subjects, realizing the value and essence of information as information
itself. The Chinese Civil Code has already established a general framework for the right to
personal information. Now the Personal Information Protection Law further details the subject,
object, effects, conditions for the exercise and remedies of the personal information right. Thus, a
system for the right to personal information has been formally constructed, with specific capacities
such as right to informed consent, the right of access, the right to object and rectification, the right
of refusal, and the right to erasure. This system could be considered as the basis and core of the
institution of personal information protection in today“s China.

Keywords: personal information; right; capacities; systematization



